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Top Stories  
Indiana Chamber Scores State Legislators on 2018 Voting Records 
 
Each year, the Indiana Chamber holds state lawmakers accountable for their voting records on pro-jobs, pro-
economy legislation. This week, the 2018 results were revealed in the organization’s Legislative Vote Analysis, 
with voting scores ranging from 47% to 100%. 
 
“Employers and citizens alike should seek to have a clear, objective understanding of how their legislators vote on 
vital issues and in turn, how that impacts their individual prosperity,” states Indiana Chamber President Kevin 
Brinegar.  “This report makes evident which lawmakers were supportive of bettering Indiana’s economic climate 
and which were not.” 
 
Bills included for examination in the Legislative Vote Analysis can be traced back to the Indiana Chamber’s 
economic development plan, Indiana Vision 2025 (www.indianachamber.com/2025). The plan contains 36 
goals in the four driver areas of Outstanding Talent, Attractive Business Climate, Superior Infrastructure, and 
Dynamic and Creative Culture. 
 
Among the bills included in the report are: enhanced water resource management (courtesy a taskforce), a 
computer science course offering in all schools, better alignment of the state’s various education and workforce 
programs, as well as tax clarity for the software-as-a-service industry and reconciling the state tax code with the 
federal one in wake of the new tax law.  
 
Brinegar acknowledges these are important wins, and all are Indiana Chamber priorities, but stresses that more 
work needs to be done in several key areas. Specifically, two Indiana Chamber priorities are not included in this 
analysis because no floor votes were taken due to leadership decisions. Those were measures to raise the 
smoking age from 18 to 21 and township reform for the smallest townships in the state. 
 
“For this exercise, it means that two critical pieces of legislation never came into play, so ‘tough votes’ weren’t 
taken and overall vote scores are higher as a result,” Brinegar offers. 

All scores and the full report are available at the Indiana Chamber’s web site at www.indianachamber.com/lva.  

Legislators who score 70% or greater for the most recent four-year voting period are eligible for endorsement 
consideration by the Indiana Chamber’s political action committee, Indiana Business for Responsive 
Government. 

Lawmakers are notified of the Indiana Chamber position and reasoning on the bills in this report through 
various communications during the legislative session – and prior to key votes being taken. Only floor votes for 
which there is a public record are used in the Legislative Vote Analysis. 



The Legislative Vote Analysis is distributed electronically to all legislators and Indiana Chamber board 
members, and made available online for all businesspersons, community leaders and citizens. 

This marks the 34th year the Indiana Chamber has measured state legislators’ voting performance on bills that 
reflect the organization’s public policy positions. 

Resource: Jeff Brantley at (317) 264-7544 or email: jbrantley@indianachamber.com  
  
 
New Study: Indiana’s Tobacco Control Efforts Woefully Underfunded 
 
Comprehensive tobacco control efforts play a powerful role in reducing smoking as well as the health impacts 
and economic toll of high smoking rates. But Indiana woefully underfunds these initiatives, falling far below 
federal recommendations and dollars spent in other states, says a new report released by the Richard M. 
Fairbanks Foundation. 
 
Indiana devoted just $8.2 million in federal and state spending in 2016 to preventing Hoosiers from starting to 
smoke, helping them quit and protecting people from secondhand smoke. This is only 11% of the $73.5 million 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) – and far behind other states’ funding 
levels, according to the study by researchers at the Health Policy Center at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
Indiana’s per-person tobacco control funding – at $1.23 – is less than half of the national average of $2.92. 
 
Meanwhile, Indiana’s smoking rate remains the 10th highest nationwide, with more than one in five Hoosiers 
smoking, at a devastating toll to the state. More than 11,000 Hoosiers die prematurely from smoking each 
year, and smoking costs Indiana $7.6 billion annually due to health care expenses, lower productivity and 
premature deaths. 
 
“Tobacco has an overwhelming impact on Indiana – both in lives lost and dollars wasted,” said Claire Fiddian-
Green, president and CEO of the Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation. “By increasing funding levels to CDC 
recommendations, we could make significant strides in addressing our smoking crisis. With our current 
inadequate levels of tobacco control funding, we’re missing a key opportunity to help improve our state’s poor 
health outcomes.” 
 
Indiana used to be a national leader in funding efforts to address smoking. In 2001, the state allocated $35 
million of its own resources and $1.4 million in federal dollars to tobacco control – an amount that was in line 
with CDC recommendations. Those numbers have steadily declined to today’s below-average figures. 
 
To meet CDC recommendations, Indiana should be spending nine times the current level, or $65.3 million 
more per year. This would result in myriad positive outcomes, including: 
 

 an 11% reduction in adult smoking, decreasing the number of adult smokers by nearly 120,000; 
 a decrease in health care costs of more than $373 million; 
 a decrease in productivity losses of more than $311 million; and 
 nearly 1,200 fewer pregnant women who smoke – a key step toward reducing Indiana’s higher-than-

average infant mortality rates. 
 
“By increasing funding for tobacco control efforts, Indiana would save lives and position itself for a brighter, 
more prosperous future,” said Kevin Brinegar, president and CEO of the Indiana Chamber. “This is critical if 
our state is to remain competitive with peers – for talent, jobs and citizens’ well-being – in the 21st century.” 
 
Reducing smoking continues to be a primary focus of the Chamber and the Alliance for a Healthier Indiana.  
 
Resource: Mike Ripley at (317) 264-6883 or email: mripley@indianachamber.com  



Chamber Backing Corker’s Tariff Amendment 
 
The Indiana Chamber has signed onto the U.S. Chamber’s letter to the U.S. Senate urging support for Sen. Bob 
Corker’s (R-TN) bipartisan amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act. The amendment would 
require the President to submit to Congress any proposal to raise tariffs due to the interest of national security. 
At risk is the remarkable economic progress made over the past year, as countries – including U.S. allies – are 
preparing to levy their own tariffs on $40 billion of U.S. exports in early July. 
 
The threatened tariffs on automobiles and automobile parts would have an economic impact that’s 10 times 
greater than the steel and aluminum tariffs. Neither domestic nor foreign nameplate automakers support this 
move; small parts manufacturers would be hit especially hard.  
 
The Corker amendment, prepared with support of a dozen senators on both sides of the aisle, encountered a 
roadblock this week when Senate leadership prevented it from being heard. Supporters are in a full-court press 
to get that decision reversed and allow the issue to be debated and voted on in the Senate.  
 
Resource: Greg Ellis at (317) 264-6881 or email: gellis@indianachamber.com  
 
 
IN OTHER NEWS  
 
Education and Workforce Development 
Commission for Higher Ed: New Data Indicate More Indiana High School Students Are 
Ready for College 
 
According the 2018 College Readiness Report released by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education on 
Thursday, Indiana high school graduates are more prepared for college than ever before. The report shows that 
while the number of high school graduates who go directly to college continues to hold steady at around 64%, those 
who choose to pursue postsecondary education are prepared for college coursework and more likely to succeed.  

The new data reveal that more Indiana high school students are earning college credit while in high school and 
high school graduates require less remediation when entering college. Among 2016 high school graduates, 
61% earned Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual Credit or both while in high school – a 14% increase over the 
past four years. Additionally, only 13% of 2016 high school graduates needed remediation in college, 
compared to 28% of the 2012 high school class.  

“It’s encouraging to see our state’s college readiness numbers continue to rise,” said Indiana Commissioner of 
Higher Education Teresa Lubbers. “These achievements reflect the significant efforts at the state and school levels 
to help prepare more students for college coursework with the ultimate goal of higher completion rates. That said, 
it is important that we continue to work hard as we reach for Indiana’s goal of 60% of Hoosiers completing 
education beyond high school by 2025. Specifically, we must continue to focus on closing achievement gaps.”  

While Hoosiers are more prepared for postsecondary education, racial and ethnic gaps remain. Hispanic and 
black students are the fastest growing high school populations, but college-going rates among these two 
groups did not grow as rapidly over the past year. The data indicate that 57% of black students and 52% of 
Hispanic students go directly to college, compared to 77% of Asian students and 66% of white students.  

However, the report (https://www.in.gov/che/2489.htm) reveals that gaps in remediation rates are closing. 
Nearly all racial and ethnic groups experienced decreases in the percentage needing remediation in college 
and increases in the percentage completing remedial credits.  

Resource: Kevin Brinegar at (317) 264-6882 or email: kbrinegar@indianachamber.com  
 



 
General Statehouse 
Interim Study Committees Starting Soon; Topics Announced 
 
The legislative topics for the 2018 interim period have been set. The Indiana Chamber will be attending and 
providing testimony at many of these meetings when they commence later this summer. Among the priority 
topics for the Chamber: “the fiscal, economic and workforce development impact of Indiana smoking rates” 
and “a multi-year review, analysis and evaluation of the efficiency and effectiveness of workforce-related 
programs”. Both of these items were assigned to the Interim Study Committee on Fiscal Policy. See the full list at 
https://iga.in.gov/documents/545a9a8d.  
 
 
Federal Relations  
Medical Marijuana in Federal Spotlight 
 
As the Indiana Chamber starts gearing up for discussions this summer on the subject of medical marijuana in 
the Interim Study Committee on Public Health, Behavioral Health and Human Services, things are heating up in 
Congress on the issue.   
 
Senators Cory Gardner (R-CO) and Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) released what appears to be a bipartisan 
marijuana legislation reform bill last week that would give states the right to determine the best approach to 
marijuana within their borders. The legislation does not seek to legalize marijuana, but instead proposes an 
amendment to the Controlled Substances Act. It would protect people who use marijuana as long as they 
comply with local, state or tribal laws.  
 
President Trump has indicated that he may support the bill. Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY) has said that he 
has no plans to endorse a bill that legalizes marijuana.  However, he supports the Agriculture Improvement Act 
of 2018, which includes the “Hemp Farming Act”. The hemp plant looks like marijuana, but it contains 
significantly lower levels of THC – the narcotic that produces a “high” among marijuana users. Industrial hemp 
is used to make everything from apparel, foods and pharmaceuticals to body care products, car dashboards 
and building materials.   
 
“t's time to figure it out and see where this market will take us,” McConnell said. “I think it's an important new 
development in American agriculture.” The bill would legalize hemp production nationally and remove low-
THC cannabis (hemp) from regulation under the Controlled Substances Act.  
 
Representative Phil Roe (R-TN), a physician who chairs the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, supported 
the Medicinal Cannabis Research Act of 2018 authored by Rep. Tim Walz (D-MA). The bill authorizes the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to advance scientific and medical research into the safety and efficacy of 
medicinal cannabis usage on veterans suffering from diagnoses such as PTSD and chronic pain.    
 
Roe said in a statement that he has heard enough anecdotal evidence on the benefits of cannabis to support 
collecting more evidence “just like any other drug” to see how it can benefit patients. “Until we have sound 
science behind whether or not medical cannabis is an effective treatment, we should not move forward with 
prescribing it,” he said. “And I believe the VA is uniquely equipped to conduct this important research.” 
 
In 2017 the Indiana Chamber adopted the position that we oppose the legalization of marijuana in any form 
for recreational use. The Chamber also opposes the legalization of botanical marijuana for medical or 
therapeutic use, until a time when it’s efficacy and safety have been proven consistent through clinical trials.  
The Chamber supports the use of isolated components of marijuana, cannabinoids or similar extracts for solely 
medicinal purposes if approved by the FDA for specific illnesses and diseases. 
 
Resource: Mike Ripley at (317) 264-6883 or email: mripley@indianachamber.com  



Bipartisan Efforts From Donnelly, Young, Brooks, Bucshon and Visclosky Take Next Steps 
 

 On Wednesday, the Senate Agriculture Committee passed the 2018 Farm Bill with strong bipartisan 
support. It includes a number of provisions from Indiana’s senior senator, Joe Donnelly, who serves on 
the committee. Donnelly helped craft the bipartisan bill and spoke during the committee markup about 
Hoosier priorities for the bill. Donnelly’s provisions included in the bill would help improve risk 
management tools, expand market opportunities, promote voluntary conservation activities, combat the 
opioid epidemic, support rural communities with investments in high-speed internet and waste- and 
drinking-water infrastructure, as well as fight against food insecurity. The measure now goes to the full 
Senate for a vote. 
 
Donnelly said: “As the hired help for Indiana, I took what I heard from Hoosiers and worked with my 
colleagues to develop this bipartisan bill to ensure it would advance priorities important to our state and 
rural communities. I’m pleased this bill would improve the tools farmers use to manage uncontrollable 
risks; expand market opportunities; invest in broadband and provide resources to fight the opioid 
epidemic; and fight food insecurity. I hope the full Senate considers the farm bill quickly.” 

 
 Legislation to increase oversight of taxpayer dollars spent by federal agencies has advanced out of the 

Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and will be eligible for consideration 
by the full Senate. The Good Accounting Obligation in Government (GAO-IG) Act, a bipartisan effort 
from Indiana’s Todd Young and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), requires federal agencies to provide 
annual reports to Congress on the status of implementing recommendations from the Office of 
Inspector General (IG) and the Government Accountability Office (GAO). 

 
“By making our federal government more accountable, this legislation will help ensure federal agencies 
are better serving taxpayers and saving money,” Young said. “I’m extremely pleased that our bill has 
passed out of committee and look forward to working with my colleagues to ensure that the GAO-IG 
Act becomes law.” 
 

 A significant bill introduced to help combat the opioid crisis passed the U.S. House on Tuesday. The 
Comprehensive Opioid Recovery Centers Act would establish a grant program for treatment facilities to 
offer all FDA approved treatments for opioid user disorder. The bipartisan effort was introduced by four 
House members, including Congressman Larry Bucshon (IN-08). Dr. Bucshon stated: “This legislation 
will increase access to FDA approved medication assisted treatment in conjunction with rehabilitation, 
recovery housing and community-based services." 

 
 This week, the House of Representatives voted to pass H.R. 5329, the Poison Center Network 

Enhancement Act of 2018, introduced earlier this year by Congresswoman Susan Brooks (IN-05). In her 
remarks on the House floor, Brooks said: “Poison control centers are fielding almost 192 cases a day of 
opioid abuse and misuse. In one month alone, there were 9,039 opioid exposures reported to poison 
control centers nationwide. They are essential to combating the opioid crisis because these are the 
centers used to compile data that can be used to discover hotspots for opioid abuse and misuse and 
save lives.” 

 
 Congressman Pete Visclosky’s (IN-01) Buy America Amendment to the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 Interior 

Appropriations Act was approved by the House Appropriations Committee last week. Similar to actions 
taken in previous fiscal years, this amendment offered with Congressman Robert Aderholt (R-AL), strikes 
provisions that would have weakened Buy America requirements for projects receiving funding through 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. Specifically, the 
amendment removed provisions that would have potentially permitted certain imported slab and 
finished iron and steel products.  

 



Congressman Visclosky stated, “The steel industry is the economic foundation of the Northwest Indiana 
economy, and it is imperative that American taxpayer dollars are required to be spent in a way that 
directly supports American workers and the American steel and manufacturing industries.  I appreciate 
the action taken by the House Appropriations Committee to recognize the dignity of American workers, 
and I will continue to do my best to support the invaluable contributions of the American steel industry 
to our national economy and our national security.” 

 
The FY 2019 Interior Appropriations Act, including the Buy America Amendment, was approved by the 
House Appropriations Committee. The measure is currently awaiting consideration by the full House. 

 
Resource: Greg Ellis at (317) 264-6881 or email: gellis@indianachamber.com  
 
 
Net Neutrality Regulation Officially Ends; EPA Considering Cost-Benefit Analysis in 
Rulemaking 
 
The Obama-era net neutrality regulations governing the internet are no more. On June 11, the Federal 
Communications Commission’s (FCC) Restoring Internet Freedom Order took effect. The FCC’s press release 
(https://www.fcc.gov/restoring-internet-freedom) stated that the order provides a framework for protecting an 
open internet while paving the way for better, faster and cheaper internet access for consumers. It replaces 
unnecessary regulations with strong consumer protections, increased transparency and common-sense rules 
that will promote investment and broadband deployment. Net neutrality had changed how government treated 
broadband service and gave the FCC increased controls over internet service providers. 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(ANPRM) to announce that the agency is soliciting public input on whether and how to change the way it 
considers costs and benefits in making regulatory decisions.  
 
This has the potential to provide more regulatory certainty while considering real costs and benefits to public 
health and the environment. It isn’t deregulation as some groups are referring to it – it is re-regulation. It is a 
preliminary step towards revamping how things are reviewed and regulated.  
 
Resource: Greg Ellis at (317) 264-6881 or email: gellis@indianachamber.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 


