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TOP STORIES 
 
Chamber Priority Bill on Computer Science Gets 
Hearing 
Bill # and Title: SB 172 – Computer Science Curriculum  
Author: Sen. Jeff Raatz (R-Richmond)  
Summary: Establishes the Next Level Computer Science Grant 
Program and the Next Level Computer Science Fund to award 
grants, after June 30, 2019, to eligible entities to implement 
teacher professional development programs for training in 
teaching computer science. Requires the State Board of Education 
to: (1) administer the program and fund; and (2) develop 
guidelines to award grants from the fund to eligible entities. 
Requires (beginning July 1, 2021) each public school, including a 
charter school, to offer a computer science course as a one 
semester elective course in its curriculum at least once each school 
year to high school students. Requires (beginning July 1, 2021) each public school, including a charter school, to 
include computer science in the public school's curriculum for students in kindergarten through grade 12.  
Chamber Position: Support 
Status: Heard before the full Senate Education Committee but held to the following week for potential 
amendments and committee vote. 
 
Update/Chamber Action: Senate Bill 172 aligns with an Indiana Chamber top priority to have all K-12 schools 
offer computer science courses. (Ultimately, the Chamber would like to see computer science as a graduation 
requirement.) In addition, we testified in support of the teacher professional development fund to be created, 
which is in step with our Indiana Vision 2025 goals to help skill up the state’s future workforce. 
 
Resource: Caryl Auslander at (317) 264-6880 or email: causlander@indianachamber.com  
 
 
State Finances: Corporate Tax Collections Rebounding?  
 
Concerns and questions have been raised in recent months as the revenues from corporate income tax 
collections steadily and substantially dipped. But this month’s report from the State Budget Agency shows some 
positive signs. The December collections were very slightly above the forecast estimate that was revised in the 
middle of last month.  

At this point, halfway through the fiscal year, the collections remain well below last year, but only 8.1% below 
the most recent projections. Still not good, but it could reflect the beginning of a rebound, or at least a leveling 
out of the downward trend.  
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If the drops we’ve seen were due in part to timing, administrative events and non-substantive influences that 
occurred in the second half of 2017, then there may be reason to expect further recovery in 2018. What’s 
more, if there was a good bit of investment and income adjustment going on in anticipation of the federal tax 
reform, as has been speculated, then corporate revenues could continue on a better path for the balance of the 
fiscal year.  
 
Resource: Bill Waltz at (317) 264-6884 or email: bwaltz@indianachamber.com  
 
 
IN OTHER NEWS 
 
Economic Development 
Changes to Indiana’s Alcohol Laws   Clear First Hurdle 
 
Bill # and Title: SB 1 – Sunday Carryout Sales; HB 1051 – Sunday Sales of Alcoholic Beverages for Carryout 
Authors: Sen. Ron Alting (R-Lafayette); Rep. Ben Smaltz (R-Auburn) 
Summary: Allows package liquor stores, grocery stores, convenience stores, drug stores and qualifying 
restaurants to sell alcoholic beverages for carryout on Sunday from the hours of noon until 8 p.m. (The 
introduced version of this bill was prepared by the Alcohol Code Revision Commission during 2017.) 
Chamber Position: Support 
Status: Passed out of the Senate Public Policy Committee with a 9-0 vote and is now eligible for action on the 
Senate floor; the House Public Policy Committee heard its bill but no vote was taken. 
 
Update/Chamber Action: The Indiana Chamber provided testimony that although this is not one of our priority 
issues, we consider it an important issue to get settled. We support more logical and equitable policies that 
level the playing field for producers, distributors and retailers, as well as facilitate consumer convenience, 
including, but not limited to: sales of alcoholic products by licensed retailers should be available seven days a 
week; eliminating the temperature restriction for retail cold beer sales; and discouraging underage and 
inappropriate consumption of alcohol by expanding education, substance abuse and wellness programs, and 
enforcement of underage restrictions. 
 
Resource: Greg Ellis at (317) 264-6881 or email: gellis@indianachamber.com  
 
 
Health Care 
Opioid Continuing Education Bill Passes Senate Health Committee 
 
Bill # and Title: SB 225 – Continuing Education Requirements 
Author: Sen. Randy Head (R-LaPorte)  
Summary: Establishes continuing education requirements for licensed health care practitioners who apply for a 
controlled substances registration. Provides that the continuing education requirements expire July 1, 2025. 
Chamber Position: Support 
Status: Passed out of the Senate Health and Provider Services Committee 11-0. 
 
Update/Chamber Action: The Indiana State Medical Association, along with several provider organizations, 
supported the bill in testimony, which continues education on opioid and opioid issues. The Indiana Chamber 
communicated to the committee chairman, Sen. Ed Charbonneau (R-Valparaiso), and Sen. Head its support for 
the bill in advance of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 



Pay Raise for Pharmacists Heard in Senate Insurance 
 
Bill and Title: HB 181 – Coverage for Pharmacist Care 
Author: Sen. Ron Grooms (R-Jeffersonville) 
Summary: Requires an accident and sickness insurer that enters into a preferred provider agreement to: (1) 
reimburse for health care service provided by a pharmacist within the scope of practice to the same extent and 
in the same manner as the insurer would reimburse certain other health care providers (reimbursement); and (2) 
demonstrate an adequate number of pharmacists within a reasonable proximity to insureds. Requires a 
preferred provider agreement to provide for the reimbursement. The bill attempts to provide parity to 
pharmacists for reimbursement rates on vaccinations and other services. 
Chamber Position: Oppose 
Status: Heard in the Senate Insurance and Financial Institutions Committee, but no vote was taken.  
 
Update/Chamber Action: Pharmacists testified that they should be paid at the same rate as physicians for 
services provided at their pharmacies. The Chamber testified against the bill; we have a standing policy that 
opposes mandates on health insurance benefits because of the potential for cost increases to those plans. Only 
fully insured plans were impacted by this legislation. Self-insured plans were not included in the bill. 
 
Resource: Mike Ripley at (317) 264-6883 or e-mail: mripley@indianachamber.com  
 
 
Energy and Environment 
Detrimental Ban on Coal Tar Products Gets Hearing 
 
Bill # and Title: SB 168 – Ban on the Sale or Use of Coal Tar Pavement Products 
Author: Sen. David Niezgodski (D-South Bend) 
Summary: Prohibits the sale, or offer for sale, and the application to pavement of a coal tar pavement product 
except as required for purposes of research on the effects of the coal tar pavement product on the environment. 
Chamber Position: Oppose 
Status: Heard in the Senate Environmental Affairs Committee, but no vote was taken. 
 
Update/Chamber Action: The Chamber provided testimony indicating that the bill will have a chilling effect on 
Indiana businesses and that coal tar pavement products are currently legal to sell and use in Indiana. The 
Chamber has member companies that produce these products, and it could also affect the steel industry as this 
is a byproduct of steel production. Thus, we testified we would like to see an Environmental Protection Agency 
study before Indiana takes any action. 
 
Resource: Greg Ellis at (317) 264-6881 or email: gellis@indianachamber.com 
 
 
Federal Relations 
Donnelly and Young Join Forces; DACA Moves Back Into Spotlight 
 
- Former Eli Lilly executive Alex Azar received a hearing before the Senate Finance Committee this week as 
President Trump’s nominee for Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS). Procedurally, the President had 
to re-nominate him in 2018. Since Azar was confirmed by the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee fairly easily, we do not anticipate any issues with the Senate Finance Committee, where after 
confirmation there, he goes to the full Senate floor for a vote.  
 
- Senators Joe Donnelly and Todd Young, along with Rep. Pete Visclosky, sent a letter to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) regarding its recently proposed Statement of Basis for cleanup of the former DuPont 
industrial area in East Chicago. The letter to EPA’s newly appointed Region Five Administrator Cathy Stepp 



urges EPA to consider the East Chicago Calumet Coalition Community Advisory Group’s request to extend the 
deadline for public comment on the Statement of Basis. 
  
“We welcome the EPA’s focus on cleaning this site, exemplified by the proposed Statement of Basis. Members 
of the community, however, raised concerns to our attention in response to the public comment timeframe and 
their limited access to supplemental materials relating to the Statement of Basis,” the letter states, “As the EPA 
works to develop and implement this plan, we urge you to continue to coordinate and communicate with 
interested stakeholders, local officials and members of the East Chicago community. To that end, we 
respectfully request that the EPA consider the East Chicago Calumet Coalition Community Advisory Group’s 
request to extend the deadline for the public comment period to allow for the opportunity to review the 
proposed Statement of Basis and submit detailed comments.” 
 
- The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) has returned to the media spotlight this week. A U.S. 
District Court judge in San Francisco temporarily blocked the Trump administration from ending the program. 
His ruling stated that the decision to rescind DACA was based on a flawed legal premise. This means that 
DACA recipients who failed to renew their status by last year’s deadline will have a chance to submit renewal 
applications. However, no brand new applications would be allowed for submission.  
 
Meanwhile, earlier this week, the President hosted a lengthy bipartisan meeting at the White House to discuss a 
potential immigration reform deal. The deal includes: protection of nearly 800,000 DACA recipients from 
deportation, beefing up security along the Mexico border, changing the weighting given to familial relationships 
when granting legal status and reforming the diversity visa lottery program. The President was quoted as saying 
that lawmakers should pass a “bill of love” – indicating that he wanted a solution to DACA. Congress is under 
pressure to find an answer because immigration talks are tied to the government funding bill; the current 
funding resolution expires on January 19. 
 
Also, former Indiana GOP Chairman Jim Kittle has signed onto a letter, along with 100 other leaders, 
demanding protection for DACA beneficiaries. The letter states that the situation “is creating an impending crisis 
for workforces across the country.” The letter also stresses that the economy could suffer a $215 billion deficit 
to the GDP if Congress fails to act. 
 
- This week, Sen. Young provided the introduction to another fellow Hoosier, Jim Sweeney, nominee for U.S. 
District Judge for the Southern District of Indiana, at his confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.  
  
“Jim has led a life of honor, courage and commitment to our country. If there is a phrase that encapsulates 
Jim’s ethos it’s that he has lived a life of service,” said Young. “If confirmed, the Southern District of Indiana will 
gain a judge that has exhibited integrity, collegiality and an unparalleled work ethic. 
  
“As many of you know, the court in the Southern District of Indiana is currently in a state of judicial emergency, 
carrying one of the highest caseloads in the country. In the 12-month period ending June 30, the Southern 
District of Indiana was the second most overworked court in the nation, with 915 filings per judgeship,” Young 
added. “I’m grateful that this committee is considering Mr. Sweeney’s nomination, and I’m hopeful the Senate 
will quickly move to confirm him so that he can get to work helping the district tackle its current caseload.” 
 
Resource: Caryl Auslander at (317) 264-6880 or email: causlander@indianachamber.com  
 
 


